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Calendar
MAG has scheduled the second 
development forum in which everyone is 
encouraged to participate. Please mark 
your calendar for:

Second Development Forum:
Thursday May 15, 2008;
3 pm to 5 pm. 
Central Arizona College
Gloria R. Sheldon
University Center Auditorium
8470 North Overfield Road,
Coolidge, Arizona 85228

Introduction
The Interstate 8 and Interstate 10 Hidden Valley Transportation Framework 
Study is being conducted by the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 
and its Funding Partners:  the cities of Goodyear and Maricopa, the Town of 
Buckeye, the Maricopa County Department of Transportation, the Pinal County 
Department of Public Works, and the Arizona Department of Transportation.  
The Central Association of Governments (CAAG) has also partnered unoffi-
cially with MAG. The Study Area boundaries are generally the Gila River on the 
north, the I-8 corridor on the south, Overfield Road (east of I-10) on the east, 
and 459th Avenue on the west.  This area, which encompasses approximately 
3,000 square miles (larger than the state of Delaware), is situated within Mari-
copa and Pinal counties.  The Hidden Valley contains two Native American 
Indian communities, five wilderness areas and the Sonoran Desert National 
Monument.

Purpose
The Hidden Valley Framework Study purpose is to begin planning a transpor-
tation network that can address projected growth in the fast-growing region 
immediately south of the Phoenix metropolitan area. The planning timeframes 
are 2030 and buildout, which may occur after 2050. The following table shows 
the magnitude of the expected growth.  At buildout, the Hidden Valley study 
area will have roughly two-thirds the population of Maricopa County today.

Specific objectives of the study include:

Define new high-capacity transportation corridors such as freeways  y
throughout the area
Help define future access for Interstate highways (I-8 and I-10) in the study  y
area
Establish access management strategies for high-capacity corridors that  y
ensure efficient and safe operation of the roadways
Examine alternative funding strategies y
Determine logical phasing of major transportation improvements y
Integrate recommendations with results of the recently completed MAG  y
Interstate 10-Hassayampa Valley Roadway 
Framework Study, which covered much of the 
territory just north of the Hidden Valley study 
area
Prepare a comprehensive set of maps (now  y
available in draft for public review at www. bqaz.
org), illustrating characteristics of the study area’s 
natural and man-made environment

Date or Scenario Population Employment (Jobs)
2005      90,000      49,000
2030    448,000    224,000
Buildout Condition (post-2050) 2,469,000 1,096,000

Recent and Projected Population and Employment, Hidden Valley Study AreaTable 1: 

Additional Information

For more information, please 
contact:

Bob Hazlett 
MAG Project Manager 
(602) 254-6300 

or by e-mail: 
hiddenvalley@mag.maricopa.gov.  

The website www.bqaz.org (bqAZ 
stands for “Building a Quality 
Arizona”) offers details of both the 
Hidden Valley and Hassayampa 
Framework Studies.

The study team will use the recently refined General Plan 
land use data to learn how well the alternatives can meet 
future travel demands, test refinements to each alterna-
tive, and establish performance measures.  The  team will 
then apply a broad range of criteria to evaluate the alter-
natives and develop a recommended scenario, which may 
be a hybrid of the original alternatives.  Table 2 presents 
a list of planning goals for the project and potential evalu-
ation criteria associated with each.

Goal Potential Criteria for Evaluating Alternatives
Safety Intensity of Roadway System Use

Proportion of Travel on the Safest Facilities
Mobility Prevalence of Freeway Congestion

Efficiency of Freeway Traffic Flow
Efficiency of Surface Street Traffic Flow
Overall Congestion
Balanced Traffic Flow
North-South Traffic Flow and Directional Network 
  Capacity
East-West Traffic Flow and Directional Network 
  Capacity
Local Transit Mobility
Subregional Transit Mobility
Regional Transit Mobility

Access Residential Access to Freeways
Residential Access to Transit
Employment Access to Freeways
Employment Access to Transit

Goal Potential Criteria for Evaluating Alternatives
Planning Con-
sistency

Municipal/County Transportation Planning
Public Land Use and Economic Development 
  Planning
Private Community Planning

Environmental 
Compatibility

Flood Control Structure Impacts
Floodplain and Drainage Impacts
Impacts to Public Recreational Land
Impacts to Sensitive Habitats and Species
Wildlife Movement Impacts
Air Quality and Fuel Conservation
Vehicle Occupancy Rate
Average Travel Speed

Cost Construction Cost
Cost of Maintaining Transportation Infrastructure
Land Acquisition Cost

Ease of Imple-
mentation

Funding Partners’ and Study Review Team    
  Support
Stakeholder and Community Acceptance
Legal or Institutional Constraints

Prior to determination of the preferred alternative for long-
range roadway and transit system development, the team 
will again meet with stakeholders and present its pre-
liminary recommendations at another set of community 
workshops this summer.  The study is slated for comple-
tion by fall 2008, in time for integration into the Statewide 
Framework Planning process currently being led by ADOT 
in cooperation with Arizona’s COGs and MPOs.

Table 2: Planning Goals and Potential Evaluation Criteria

Maricopa Association 
of Governments

City of Goodyear

City of Maricopa

Town of Buckeye

Maricopa County 
Department of Trans-
portation

Pinal County Depart-
ment of Public Works

Arizona Department 
of Transportation
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Out of Service

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, as to its accuracy and expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy
thereof.

Alignments for new freeway, highway, parkway, arterial, and bridge facilities 
will bedetermined following the completion of appropriate corridor planning.
design and environmental studies.

Locations of proposed freeway interchanges are preliminary and subject to
review and approval of the FHWA and ADOT.
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Sources:  MAG, ADOT,  ALRIS, Maricopa County, Pinal County, City of Casa Grande, City of Goodyear, City of Maricopa, Town of Gila Bend; 2007
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Note-
This proposed network is for a buildout scenario.

Base Roadway NetworkFigure 1: 

Base Roadway Network
With extensive input from the Fund-
ing Partners, members of the Study 
Review Team, and other stakeholders 
interviewed individually or in small 
groups, the study team developed a 
preliminary long-range roadway net-
work intended to stimulate discus-
sion of alternatives.  This base net-
work was designed to:

Connect planned networks to  y
create a seamless regional 
roadway system.  Elements of 
the system come from numerous 
current plans and studies, such 
as the Pinal County Regionally 
Significant Routes for Safety 
and Mobility, City of Maricopa 
Regional Transportation Plan, 
City of Casa Grande Small Area 
Transportation Study, and City of 
Goodyear Sonoran Valley General 
Plan Amendment.
Develop a framework for areas  y
with no existing or planned 
network.

Create a regional functional clas- y
sification system encompassing 
freeways, arterial roadways, and 
intermediate facilities known 
as parkways.  By providing addi-
tional right-of-way and carefully 
controlling access, especially 
left turns, parkways can offer far 
greater capacity than arterials at 
a fraction of the cost of freeways.

Figure 1 illustrates the preliminary 
base roadway network, which was 
also presented at three community 
workshops held in Casa Grande, 
Goodyear and Maricopa early in 
2008.  The map highlights poten-
tial freeways and parkways, but also 
shows principal arterials generally 
along a north-south and east-west 
grid where topography permits.  Exist-
ing traffic interchanges on I-8 and 
I-10 are also displayed.  The preferred 
spacing between high-capacity road-
way corridors is generally eight to ten 
miles between freeways and three to 

four miles between parkways.  How-
ever, all maps are meant to identify 
generalized corridors only.  All of the 
illustrative alignments shown are sub-
ject to change during more detailed 
studies.  As an example, the city of 
Casa Grande is currently initiating a 
corridor study to establish the opti-
mal alignment for a future freeway or 
other access-controlled facility along 
the approximate alignment of Val 
Vista Road.
Figure 1 shows no new roadways or 
major  widening of state highways 
within either the Gila River or Ak-Chin 
Indian Community.  The project’s 
sponsors respect the authority  of 
these tribal communities as sovereign 
nations to control economic develop-
ment within their boundaries, and to 
decide what transportation facilities 
will serve tribal lands.  The Gila River 
Indian Community is undertaking a 
community-wide transportation study 
to begin its decision-making process.

Base Transit Network
As the name implies, the Hidden Valley Transportation 
Framework Study focuses on more than roadways.  Public 
transit has gained increasing recognition as an essential 
part of a balanced and comprehensive transportation 
system at the state, regional and local levels.  A current 
example in the Hidden Valley is the new commuter express 
bus service from the City of Maricopa to the Phoenix met-
ropolitan area.
Figure 2 illustrates a highly generalized concept for 
future transit service in the Hidden Valley.  Within the 
more urbanized portions of the study area, local bus ser-

vice would provide basic mobility along arterial streets.  
Regional commuter transportation services, such as free-
way Bus Rapid Transit, would connect Hidden Valley com-
munities to major employment destinations and activity 
centers in the greater Phoenix metropolitan area.  Addi-
tional bus routes could provide peak period connections 
to commuter rail services operating outside the study 
area.  Other potential elements of the ultimate transit 
system include park-and-ride lots, enhanced transit cor-
ridors such as the one illustrated in Goodyear, and local 
circulators in selected areas.

Development and Evaluation of Alternatives
With further assistance from the Funding Partners, the 
Study Review Team, and participants at the second Devel-
opment Forum scheduled for May 15th, the study team is 
developing and testing a set of alternatives to the base 
network for both roadways and transit.  These alternatives 
will include, but not necessarily be limited to:

A “maximum mobility” roadway alternative, with  y
slightly less emphasis on environmental sensitivity 
than the base network.  The maximum mobility alter-
native is designed to increase roadway capacity both 
east-west and north-south and to be highly support-
ive of key economic activity centers.  It will be refined 

to address specific deficiencies that the latest MAG 
model of the study area uncovers in the base network 
scenario under buildout and year 2030 conditions.
A “minimum impact” roadway alternative.  In contrast  y
to the maximum mobility alternative, this scenario is 
designed to augment environmental sensitivity at the 
cost of some reduction in regional roadway capacity.  
This alternative will reduce both impacts to existing 
land uses and access to major activity centers.
An enhanced transit scenario with somewhat higher  y
levels of local and regional transit service in the 
Hidden Valley.
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Out of Service

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, as to its accuracy and expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy
thereof.

Alignments for new freeway, highway, parkway, arterial, and bridge facilities
will be determined following the completion of appropriate corridor planning,
design and environmental studies.

Locations of proposed freeway interchanges are preliminary and subject to
review and approval of the FHWA and ADOT.
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Figure 2: Base Transit Scenario



Phoenix South
Mountain Park

Buckeye
Hills

Recreation
Area

Gila River
Indian Community

Ak-Chin
Indian

Community

Gila River

Gila River

W
aterm

an W
ash

Salt River

Union Pacific Railroad

M
A

R
IC

O
PA

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

P
IN

A
L 

C
O

U
N

T
Y

Union Pacific Railroad

G
ila River

Barry M. Goldwater 
Air Force Range

Tohono O'odham
Indian Community

Sal
t R

iver

Salt River
Pima Maricopa

Indian Community

Union Pacific Railroad

Estrella Mountain
Regional Park

Butterfield
Landfill

Lufthansa
Airlines
Training
Facility

Arizona State
Prison Complex:

Lewis

Sonoran Desert
National Monument

H
assayam

pa River

Sierra Estrella
Wilderness Area

Enterprise Canal

Centennial Wash

W
inters W

ash

Luke W
ash

Vekol W
ash

Santa Cruz Wash

Greene W
ashGila Bend

Mobile

Buckeye

Maricopa

Stanfield Casa Grande

Bapchule

Chandler

Guadalupe

Sacaton

Gilbert
Goodyear

Avondale
Phoenix

Woolsey Peak
Wilderness Area

Signal Mountain
Wilderness Area

South Maricopa Mountains
Wilderness Area

Union Pacific Railroad

Table Top Mountain
Wilderness Area

MesaTempe

Scottsdale

St. Johns

Cucklebur

Jackrabbit

Arizona
City

Eloy

T2N R5E

G

I L
A  B E ND  M O U N TA I N S

M
A

R
I C

O

PA  M
O

U N TA IN S

SA
N

D

 TANK  M O U N TA I N S

S I E R RA  E ST REL LA
 M

O
U

N
T

A
IN

S

Hohokam Pima
National Monument

Tolleson

Queen Creek

Nissan Proving
Grounds

Abandoned
Open Pit Mine

Volkswagen
Proving
Grounds

801

802

W
ild

life
 C

ros
sin

g

Future Volkswagen
Proving Grounds

Potential Freight Rail
Linkage Between the

BNSF and UPRR through
the Hassayampa Valley

Former Tucson Cornelia
& Gila Bend Railroad; 

Out of Service

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
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While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, as to its accuracy and expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy
thereof.

Alignments for new freeway, highway, parkway, arterial, and bridge facilities
will be determined following the completion of appropriate corridor planning,
design and environmental studies.

Locations of proposed freeway interchanges are preliminary and subject to
review and approval of the FHWA and ADOT.
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While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, as to its accuracy and expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy
thereof.

Alignments for new freeway, highway, parkway, arterial, and bridge facilities
will be determined following the completion of appropriate corridor planning,
design and environmental studies.

Locations of proposed freeway interchanges are preliminary and subject to
review and approval of the FHWA and ADOT.
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While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, as to its accuracy and expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy
thereof.

Alignments for new freeway, highway, parkway, arterial, and bridge facilities
will be determined following the completion of appropriate corridor planning,
design and environmental studies.

Locations of proposed freeway interchanges are preliminary and subject to
review and approval of the FHWA and ADOT.
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Proposed Arterial
Proposed Parkway
Proposed Freeway

PRELIMINARY
Legend

I-10/Hassayampa Valley Roadway
Framework Study Recommendations

Pinal County RSR Network

Proposed Arterial
Proposed Parkway
Proposed Freeway

Williams Gateway Freeway
Planning Corridor
Pinal County North-South
Freeway Planning Corridor

Potential Commuter Rail

Planned City of Goodyear
Enhanced Transit Corridor

Proposed Transit Network

Potential Local Transit Service
Area (including service
to support regional transit)

Potential Regional Commuter
Transit

Study Area Boundary

Potential Park-and-Ride

Arterial

Parkway

Improved/Proposed Freeway

Proposed Traffic Interchange

Existing Traffic Interchange

Proposed Freight Railroad

Proposed Hidden Valley Network

Scenic Parkway

Pinal County RSRM 
Major Arterial 

Existing or Prgrammed System
Interchange

Pinal County RSRM 
Minor Arterial 

Note-
This proposed network is for a buildout scenario.



Phoenix South
Mountain Park

Buckeye
Hills

Recreation
Area

Gila River
Indian Community

Ak-Chin
Indian

Community

Gila River

Gila River

W
aterm

an W
ash

Salt River

Union Pacific Railroad

M
A

R
IC

O
PA

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

P
IN

A
L 

C
O

U
N

T
Y

Union Pacific Railroad

G
ila River

Barry M. Goldwater 
Air Force Range

Tohono O'odham
Indian Community

Sal
t R

iver

Salt River
Pima Maricopa

Indian Community

Union Pacific Railroad

Estrella Mountain
Regional Park

Butterfield
Landfill

Lufthansa
Airlines
Training
Facility

Arizona State
Prison Complex:

Lewis

Sonoran Desert
National Monument

H
assayam

pa River

Sierra Estrella
Wilderness Area

Enterprise Canal

Centennial Wash

W
inters W

ash

Luke W
ash

Vekol W
ash

Santa Cruz Wash

Greene W
ashGila Bend

Mobile

Buckeye

Maricopa

Stanfield Casa Grande

Bapchule

Chandler

Guadalupe

Sacaton

Gilbert
Goodyear

Avondale
Phoenix

Woolsey Peak
Wilderness Area

Signal Mountain
Wilderness Area

South Maricopa Mountains
Wilderness Area

Union Pacific Railroad

Table Top Mountain
Wilderness Area

MesaTempe

Scottsdale

St. Johns

Cucklebur

Jackrabbit

Arizona
City

Eloy

T2N R5E

G

I L
A  B E N D  M O U N TA I N S

M
A

R
I C

O

PA  M
O

U
N TA I N S

SA
N

D

 TA NK  M O UN TA IN S

S I E R RA  E S TRE L LA
 M

O
U

N
T

A
IN

S

Hohokam Pima
National Monument

Tolleson

Queen Creek

Nissan Proving
Grounds

Abandoned
Open Pit Mine

Volkswagen
Proving
Grounds

801

802

W
ild

life
 C

ros
sin

g

Future Volkswagen
Proving Grounds

Potential Freight Rail
Linkage Between the

BNSF and UPRR through
the Hassayampa Valley

Former Tucson Cornelia
& Gila Bend Railroad; 
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While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information,
the Maricopa Association of Governments makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, as to its accuracy and expressly disclaims liability for the accuracy
thereof.

Alignments for new freeway, highway, parkway, arterial, and bridge facilities
will be determined following the completion of appropriate corridor planning,
design and environmental studies.

Locations of proposed freeway interchanges are preliminary and subject to
review and approval of the FHWA and ADOT.
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Sources:  MAG, ADOT,  ALRIS, Maricopa County, Pinal County, City of Casa Grande, City of Goodyear, City of Maricopa, Town of Gila Bend; 2007
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